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Taylor gets an early Christmas gift
Verizon cell phone tower expected to be up and running by Dec. 20

BY HANNAH BEERS
CONTRIBUTOR AND
BENITA LEE
CONTRIBUTOR
Season’s greetings will come
in clearly for Verizon users this
Christmas.
The nearby construction of a
cell phone tower, expected to be
operational by Dec. 20, should
give local Verizon users full
bars – a welcome notion to anyone who has stood outside their
dorm endlessly repeating, “Can
you hear me now?”

“Verizon users will absolutely
have much better signal ... and
yes, you'll be able to be inside,”
Com-Tech Construction Project
Supervisor Tyler Carither said.
Com-Tech is a general contractor that builds and maintains cell tower sites in the region.
The announcement of the
tower’s completion couldn’t
have come sooner for many
students who have complained
about cell phone reception on
campus and have developed

their own strategies for ﬁnding
a stronger signal.
“The cell phone service (here)
is mediocre at best,” sophomore
Claire Fadely said. “My calls always drop in and out, and it's so
frustrating.”
“It's horrible. I don't get very
good service anywhere in my
dorm,” said Hannah Wohlenhaus, a freshman Bergwall Hall
resident. “At the beginning of
the semester, I realized I could
only get service by the lake ...
but now that it’s cold, I don't

want to do that.”
Other students said they have
found better reception from
inside their cars, in the dorm
stairwells or lobbies or on top
of their lofts.
“I am very excited for the tower ... I want to stay in my room
when I talk,” freshman Stephanie Harris said. “I don't want to
have to go in the lounge.”
The tower will beneﬁt users
with both new and old phones,
as well as digital imagery services.

Students with service providers other than Verizon may also
have improved service, depending on the carrier’s association
with Verizon.
“If the (carrier) has an agreement with Verizon, it will help
their service,” Com-Tech Supervisor John Slack said. “Centennial, for an example ... roams
off of Verizon towers, and it will
improve their coverage.”
Students have been enthusiastic about the tower’s construction, especially consider-

ing the time of year.
“I'm really excited about the
tower, and I'm deﬁnitely going
to switch to Verizon once it’s
here,” Wohlenhaus said. “And
I'll be using (my phone) a lot
more.”
“It will be great to be able
to talk without my calls being
dropped while I'm inside the
warm buildings,” freshman Megan Carnahan said. “I think it
will take away a lot of cell phone
frustrations.”

Echo gets new pages

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Junior Eric Seidelman groans in anguish as he attempts to ﬁnish out Gerig Hall's annual egg nog drinking contest. Seidelman drank 26 cups of egg nog to win the contest for the second time. Here, Seidelman prepares to down an extra
half-quart of egg nog in order to throw up, thereby ending the contest.

Full coverage of Christmas open houses on Page 3.

This spring means something
new for Echo readers.
Make that two somethings.
The Echo plans to add two
new pages to the newspaper
second semester: a World page
and “Life & Times,” a page covering trends and pastimes.
The World page will provide
weekly updates of world news
and Taylor events with an international ﬂavor.
The page will also feature
two columns on international
topics.
Senior Audra Gustin, currently a staff writer, will edit
the page, pulling from what she
calls her “passionate interest”
in world affairs.
“I love the international
scene,” Gustin said, “but I know
how hard it can be to stay informed or feel connected to
the actual world when we’re in
the middle of cornﬁelds in the
United States.”
The page will help increase
global awareness on campus,
Gustin said, adding she hopes
this will encourage internationally raised students who may
feel their classmates are outof-touch with the rest of the
world.
The page will also critically

evaluate cross-cultural events
on campus, Gustin said.
Life & Times will include coverage of technology, gadgets,
food and fashion.
Stories about technology
could include innovations like
Amazon’s Kindle – an electronic reading device – and radiofrequency identiﬁcation tags,
said junior Megumi Johnston,
Life & Times editor.
“More than just featuring
what these hot new innovations
are, I think it would be interesting to take a step back and consider what type of effect these
things have on our culture,”
Johnston said.
Johnston said she also hopes
to include articles on products
and industries that are “going
green.”
Life & Times will also include
The Echo’s restaurant reviews,
as well as easy recipes for students to make.
Gustin said she hopes to
make one column on the World
page reader-directed, and Johnston said she would like to run
reader recipes.
The Echo invites students to
suggest coverage topics by emailing echo@taylor.edu.

Sells continues father's legacy
BY MAKENZIE DOEPKE
STAFF WRITER
Ben Sells, vice president for
university advancement, has
been involved in Christian higher education since age 6. Much
of his passion for education
came from his father, James
Sells, who died Nov. 25.
Although his father may be
gone, Sells said he still values
the legacy of the man whom he
considered his “life coach” and
who encouraged his son to be
globally involved in the Christian community.
For much of his lifetime,
James Sells served as president
and chancellor of Southwest
Baptist University, helping
build the school into the institution it is today. Earlier in his
life, James Sells also helped
start the ﬁrst Baptist church in
New York City.
“My father had a passion for
the word, missions and Christian higher education,” said Ben
Sells, who came to Taylor in November of 2006 after serving at
Southwest Baptist University.
Sells views his role in the
academic world as important
and signiﬁcant, saying he and
his wife have been dramatically
changed by Christian educa-

News

tion.
“I would say I am an educator with a missionary’s heart,”
he said. “I think that Christian
colleges have a strategic role
in advancing the kingdom and
contributing to the great commission.”
Sells believes this concept
of kingdom focus was fostered
by his father and inﬂuenced by
his time spent on mission ﬁelds
across the world. Ben Sells has
traveled to over 35 countries
and still serves on the board for
the U.S. Center for World Mission.
Sells’ role at Taylor is with
the advancement department,
which is involved in various
fundraising ventures such as
building funds, academic and
athletic scholarships and the
Taylor alumni telethon.
Advancement has a speciﬁc
goal in mind, Sells said.
“Advancement is about identifying, cultivating, soliciting
and stewarding the time, talent
and treasures of partners,” he
said.
These “partners” include
members of Taylor’s community as a whole, including alumni,
parents, staff and current students.
Sells said he sees the Taylor

campus as a mission ﬁeld and
his goal at Taylor is to help others experience the same lifechanging growth that he has experienced from being involved
in Christian higher education.
Sells came to Taylor with
an enthusiastic attitude and
a great deal of experience. He
received his bachelor’s degree
in business from Southwestern
Baptist and went on to earn his
doctorate from the University
of Missouri.
He and his wife, Lisa, have
lived in various places around
the world, including China,
London, Southern California
and Missouri.
Sells has also served as vice
president for “Students in Free
Enterprise,” a non-proﬁt organization of collegiate students
that perform community projects for their local areas.
Despite his diverse experiences, Sells says he has found a
unique university in Taylor.
“You often hear students talk
about Taylor’s great sense of
community, but this also exists
in faculty and staff as well,” he
said.
Sells’ oldest daughter, Emily,
is currently a freshman at Taylor, and he and his wife, Lisa,
have three younger children.

Photo provided by Ben Sells

Vice President for University Advancement Ben Sells (right) with his father, James, in May
2007.
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Election 2008: guide to Democratic candidates
By Amy Watkins
Opinions Editor
The Echo’s proﬁles of
2008 presidential contenders continue this
week with Democratic
candidates.
This has essentially become a three-person race
between Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, Barack Obama and
John Edwards, with others
such as New Mexico Gov. Bill
Richardson and Delaware Sen.
Joe Biden failing to gain any serious momentum.
We mean for these summaries to be unbiased looks at the
top ﬁve Democratic candidates
according to national polling
data.
Further information may

Candidate

be found at either www.ontheissues.org
or www.votesmart.org.
Proﬁles
of
the Republican
contenders for
president were

featured in last week’s Echo,
along with an explanation of
prime voting procedures.
Since that issue's release,
the Democratic National Committee has announced that
Michigan will not be allowed
to send delegates to the 2008
nominating convention, essen-

tially negating any Democratic
primary votes in that state. The
Florida Democratic Party was
previously received the same
punishment for attempting to
schedule its primary election
day too early.
Students from these states
should vote in the Republican

primary if they want their votes
to count toward the nominating
process.
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Joe Biden

Hillary Clinton

www.joebiden.com

www.hillaryclinton.com

John Edwards

www.johnedwards.com

Florida – Jan. 26
Illinois – Feb. 5
Missouri – Feb. 5
Wisconsin – Feb. 19
Ohio – March 4
Pennsylvania – April 22
Indiana – May 6
Kentucky – May 20

Selected Primary / Caucus
Dates (subject to change):
Iowa – Jan. 3
Michigan – Jan. 15

Barack Obama
www.barackobama.com

Photo provided by ﬂickr.com

Bill Richardson

richardsonforpresident.com

Background

Senator from Delaware
(1973-present)

Senator from New York
(2001-present)

Senator from North Carolina (1999-2005)

Senator from Illinois
(2005-present)

Governor from New
Mexico (2003-present)

War in Iraq

Decentralize the Iraqi government and work toward
political solution. If unsuccessful, have troops out by
2013.

It’s up to the Iraqi people
to win the war. Withdraw
troops not needed for
counterterrorism and deauthorize the war.

End combat missions
and only retain troops for
embassy and border patrol.
Iraq cannot realistically
become a democracy.

Immediate withdrawal
is impossible, but must
withdraw some troops.
Maintain a force to ﬁght
terrorism.

Withdraw all troops in six
to eight months without
leaving residual force. We
are the problem and not
the solution.

Committed never to use
torture. Supports the
Patriot Act except for
wiretap provisions. Require greater CIA accountability.

Opposed to draft, but
would register women if
necessary. National security more important than
some rights, but opposes
torture.

Close Guantanamo Bay
and end torture. Require
troops to be fully trained
and equipped before deployment.

Improve emergency
services and fund ﬁrst
responders. Expand size of
the military. Ban torture
and restore habeus corpus.

Shift $400B from war to
human needs. Wean country off oil. Close Guantanamo and restore positive
U.S. image.

Focus on preventing illness
and insuring all children,
then work towards universal system.

Repeal tax cuts to allow for
mandated universal health
care. Keep own plan or
switch to government’s.

Proposed universal plan
costs about $120 billion
a year. Double funding to
ﬁght global AIDS epidemic.

Increase competition in insurance and drug markets.
Expand health coverage,
but don’t mandate it.

Implement universal
health care within one year
without increasing taxes.
Shift Medicaid.

Education

Wants $3,000 tax credit
for most college students,
performance-based pay
raises for teachers.

Institute universal pre-kindergarten education. Add
teachers in hard-to-serve
areas.

Free tuition to community
and public colleges, along
with free pre-kindergarten.
Create “second chance”
schools for dropouts.

Hire one million new
teachers and tie higher pay
to greater accountability.
Fund school summer
learning.

Teachers should have minimum wage of $40,000 per
year. Wants to help failing
schools, not defund them.

Abortion

Agrees with Roe v. Wade
decision, but would not set
aside federal funding for
abortions. Opposes partial
birth abortion.

Uphold a woman’s right
to choose. Increase teen
sex education and contraceptive distribution to
help make abortion rare.

Wants to maintain abortion rights, including
partial birth abortion. No
criminal penalty for harming unborn fetus.

Roe v. Wade was rightly
decided – trust women to
make their own decisions.
Seek to understand those
on both sides of the issue.

Resist efforts to weaken a
woman’s right to choose.
Supreme Court nominees
must support the Roe v.
Wade decision.

Expand deﬁnition of hate
crimes to include sexual
orientation. Supports civil
unions.

Favors civil unions and
equal beneﬁts for gay
couples, but states should
decide on gay marriage.

Allow gays to serve in
the military and have full
partnership rights. Opposes gay marriage.

Gay rights more important
than gay marriage. Supportive of civil unions.

Full civil unions with equal
rights, but country isn’t
ready for gay marriage.

Opposes drivers' licenses
for illegal immigrants. It’s
impractical to deport 14
million people.

Supports “sanctuary
cities,” but wants more
border patrol. Find illegal
immigrants.

Undocumented workers
deserve same rights as
American workers. Allow
immigrants to earn citizenship.

Sanctuary cities prove
currentlaws don’t work.
Improve border security
and ID illegal immigrants.

Against a border wall and
federal raids. Provide
driver’s licenses and health
care to illegal immigrants.

Eliminate tax cuts for
those in the top one percent. Supports estate tax
and capital gains tax.

Maintain estate tax at current level. End tax cuts to
the rich.

Tax wealth rather than
work. Give tax credits to
ﬁrst-time homebuyers.

Return to “pay as you go”
policy. Restore progressive
taxes that don’t favor the
rich.

Legally require a balanced
budget. Tax cuts for middle
class instead of rich.

National
Security

Health Care

Homosexual
Issues
Immigration
Taxes
and
Spending
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News

Echo editor, photographer
win state press awards
Two Echo staff members
ranked among the top collegiate
newspaper staff members in the
state Saturday at the Hoosier
State Press Association Foundation awards ceremony.
Editor in Chief Chrissie
Thompson won ﬁrst place in
the collegiate news writing category for her article, “Two-year
jail stay sends message.”
The article, which ran in the
newspaper’s Aug. 31 edition,
covered the sentencing of Robert Spencer, the truck driver in
the Apr. 26, 2006, crash that
killed four Taylor students and
one staff member.
“This is difﬁcult subject matter, and the reporter's ability to
treat it in such a straight-forward manner is to her credit,”

the judges said.
Second place in the category
went to a reporter from Indiana
University and third place went
to a writer from the University
of Indianapolis.
Photographer Timmy Huynh
won third place in the photography category for his photo of
sophomore Mary K. Smith and
Vice President of Strategic Initiatives Wyn Lembright after
the Apr. 25 chapel service that
marked the one-year anniversary of the I-69 crash, which
killed Smith’s sister, Betsy.

Huynh’s photo ran in the Apr.
27 edition of The Echo.
“Good attention on the photographer’s part maintaining
distance from the subjects, yet
making a nice picture in a very
sensitive situation,” the judges
said.
The Hoosier State Press Association Foundation gave the
awards in conjunction with its
Better Newspaper Contest. The
college division was open to
each of the 29 college newspapers that belong to the Indiana
Collegiate Press Association.

.EED AFFORDABLE
HEALTH INSURANCE
Solutions with choices are easy, just call

LYNN MANIZZA
Your Individual and Family Expert

Toll-Free: 866-632-8499
www.LynnManizza-insurance.com

admissions@westernsem.edu
www.westernsem.edu
1-800-392-8554

Lynn Manizza
Licensed Anthem Agent

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®ANTHEM is a
registered trademark. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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Around campus in three days: editor's open house adventure
Sadly, one of my questions
happened to be the latter, and I
can’t say that I answered it with
my dignity still intact.

Photo by Timmy Huynh

The men of Penthouse dispose of their Magic School Bus decorations immediately following Tuesday's open house.

BY JOSH KENNEDY
FEATURES EDITOR
Before I begin with my reviews
for this week, let me ﬁrst note that
I will not be giving any “heads” to
the open houses in question.
I journeyed far and wide to get
the feel of virtually every ﬂoor on
campus and have no intention to
play favorites.
Some ﬂoors/wings did an
amazing job, while others
seemed to have priorities elsewhere (Wengatz).
My roommate, sophomore
Jake Long, served as co-reviewer for a few of these events. I
couldn’t have been able to stand
another glass of punch or decorated cookie without his presence.
Let’s get on with the show.
Green, “Brown” & White
Monday brought my ﬁrst venture: the colorful halls of Gerig.
The night got off to a great start
when junior Jared Sorensen arrived in Santa’s own boxers and
a bow tie.
Following the delicately decorated snowﬂakes on string upstairs, we entered Second Gerig,
which seemed to have a green
theme. At one end of the hall
was the opportunity to make
Christmas boxes, while the other
side presented the Greensleeves
Café, featuring freshly brewed
coffee and board games.
The decorations were very
green, to say the least. Green
leaves on the ground, green
lights, green paper and so on.
We made our way upstairs to
Third Gerig, where the smell
of icing greeted us. A suite on
the ﬂoor featured the movie “A
Charlie Brown Christmas,” as
well as homemade wall posters
of Peanuts characters, made by
sophomore roommates Sarah
Lu and Cait Magee.

The ﬂoor offered Greek Christmas bread (which I’m told
was amazing) and a replica of
Snoopy's doghouse. I crawled
inside, where there was approximately enough room for a DTR.
As we approached Fourth
Gerig, we noticed the temperature of the air was dropping.
We opened the door to a white
world, where even the inhabitants were dressed in white.
Directly in front of us was the
Blizzard Room, where junior Peter Kuehl greeted me with a cup
of hot chocolate.
FOSO also offered story time,
a Sumo Santa room and “Colgan the Shepherd Boy” playing
Christmas carols on the guitar.
Sophomore Brent Fannin
served as guest reviewer for
Fourth Berg’s sleepover open
house, also on Monday. He
writes:
As I traveled up three ﬂights
of stairs, I couldn’t help but be
excited for what might await
me. I went prepared, wearing
my Doughboy pajama pants
and matching T-shirt.
I entered the ﬂoor to a welcome from numerous ladies
wearing bright pajama pants
and fuzzy slippers.
In the lobby, I found a number
of activities to participate in,
which included Twister, coloring books and crayons, episodes
of “Friends” and my least enjoyable experience of the night:
Awkward Ball, which involved
throwing the well-named Awkward Ball back and forth between players who took turns
answering the odd questions
that their thumbs landed on.
These questions varied in
awkwardness from slightly unsettling ones like, “Would you
rather hold hands or cuddle?”
to the more unnerving ones like,
“Do you fold or wad your toilet
paper?”

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Sophomore Mary K. Smith reads "The Polar Express" to eager
holiday visitors during Wednesday's open house.

Features

Narnia twice?
The following evening, my two
roommates and I ventured a trip
to English Hall, which featured
two wings themed after “The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.”
On First South, we quickly realized we were no longer on a
college campus in Upland, but
we were in none other than the
land of Narnia.
The hallways were decorated
with real pine branches, and
nary a speck of uncovered wall
was to be seen.
In one suite, we were almost
imprisoned by the nicest White
Witch I have ever met: freshman Kaitlyn Millner. She told
me about how most wings in
English started decorating only
the night before.
Third South also used the
Narnia theme, dubbing the
wing “Always Winter and Never
Christmas.” I took time to grovel
in front of their White Witch,
who actually probably could
have turned me to stone.
“Narnia is transporting me to
a dreamworld of magic,” senior
Justin Lee said.
Continuing our English ventures, we traveled to First North,
where Peter Pan decor and
cityscape wall coverings brought
back childhood memories.
One room featured the Lost
Boys, with a big paper tree in
the center of the room and a
cave (another perfect spot for
a DTR!), while another suite
was “decked” out as a pirate
ship. Appropriately, the “boys”
in question seemed to be lost,
sophomore Ronnie Whitacre
noted. We moved on.
Though empty, Second Center’s Techno theme deﬁnitely got
the blood pumping. We stopped
amidst the ﬂashing lights and
pulsing music for a brief dance
session (totally choreographed,
if you were wondering) and
looked for someone to talk to.
Finding nobody, we moved on
towards Second North.
We entered Whoville and were
greeted by multiple gals with
Whoish grins on their face. One
suite contained a Whobilation
feast, where guests could decorate their own cookies, while another claimed to be the Grinch’s
lair where Personnel Assistant
Laura McGrath was standing
guard dressed as Max the Dog.
Ronnie asked sophomore Kristin Eckhout how she got her hair
to be so Whoish.
“Cups,” she said.
We ventured to Third North,
dubbed the North Pole, but we
noticed that it was quiet. Too
quiet. We soon realized that we
were all alone on the wing. We
passed a bowl of snowman poop
and moved on to Third Center,
themed “Christmas traditions.”
Elsewhere in English, we experienced Scrooge’s tomb in Cellar
and an “Antithemas” Christmas
on Second South.
After English, I caught up with
my friend, senior Candice Harris, who helped me cover Penthouse’s anticipated open house.
She writes:
Overall, I was not entirely
impressed with Penthouse. The
most exciting part was the ﬁre
department coming at the end.
Although Penthouse is continuously creative, their presentation was not their best.
It seemed as if the main basic
components of the decorations
were foil, cardboard, garbage
bags and large sheets of paper.
While these were cleverly
crafted into different facets falling under the “Magic School
Bus” theme, I did not feel as if
any of the sections stood out as
exceptionally decorated.

Still, the random posted facts
on the walls made the overall
theme seem quirky and creative. And I loved the toilet at
the end.
Red vs. Green vs. Olson
Second Swallow offered the
most original take on Christmas with a theme called “Red
vs. Green.” It reminded me of
wartime with Uncle Sam posters and anti-red and green signs
posted everywhere.
Oh, I almost forgot to mention
the dead bodies. Nothing says,
“Merry Christmas” like a ﬂoor
littered with cadavers.
Residents of First Swallow
decked themselves out with
Whoish attire, a moving, breathing Grinch, a room with Dr. Seuss books and “Who Theatre.”
Walking up the stairs, I entered
a
gingerbread-house
themed world on Third Swallow
that smelled good enough to eat.

Here, we could sign jelly beans
and stick them to the walls.
On the stairwell back down, I
contemplated whether or not I
could jump all the way down to
the bottom ﬂoor and not die. I
didn’t test it.
Wednesday opened Olson’s
and Swallow’s doors for open
house, and again, I made my
way through the snow to experience what these dorms had to
offer.
First West Olson showed off its
“Baby, it’s cold outside” theme
with a homey atmosphere and
refreshments, including homemade sparkling juice.
On Second East, we entered
the tropics. Sophomore Brent
Fannin voted this wing’s punch
No. 1 on our open house tour.
This wing also had swimsuits
hanging from the ceiling. We
kept our heads down.
Journeying upstairs, we entered a Winter Wonderland.

Third East decorated in lots of
white. They even had a “frozen”
water fountain.
Third West spiced things up
with “Feliz Navidad.” The Mexican-ﬂavored Christmas offered
chips and salsa, as well as a cartoon poster of lovebirds Juan
and Rosa, who looked like they
were enjoying their Christmas as
well as their Mexican heritage.
Other themes in Olson included Second West’s “Reindeer
Crossing,” Third Center’s white
winter, Second Center’s “Jingle
Bells” and First East’s “I’ll Be
Home for Christmas.”
Once on my whistle-stop open
house tour, I stopped to talk
brieﬂy to junior Amy Laur.
“Christmas is a magical time
of year,” Laur said. “We're just
celebrating with snowﬂakes and
open house, but Jesus is the real
reason for the season.”
Thanks, Amy, for keeping it all
in perspective.

"Magic" ﬁre marshal visit
According to the Student Life
Handbook, wall hangings may
cover only half of the entire wall.
On Wednesday, Penthouse
found this out the hard way.
While residents of the fourth
ﬂoor of Samuel Morris Hall were
removing their Magic School Bus
decorations from the building,
dust got into one of the smoke
detectors and set the alarm off,
Morris Hall Director Justin Heth
said.
The Upland volunteer ﬁre department responded to the call
to assess the situation. The ﬁre

marshal surveyed the ﬂoor and
wasn’t happy about all the cardboard in the halls, senior personnel assistant Phil Smyrl said.
The marshal insisted that the
decorations be removed because
they posed a ﬁre hazard. The
marshal said the building was
uninhabitable, Smyrl said.
“We’ve always known that
there’s somewhat of a risk,”
Smyrl said. “But we’ve taken
precautions, like taking care that
there’s no lights over heating or
stuff.”
This is the 12th year for the an-

nual Penthouse extravaganza.
“It’s become a campus tradition,” Heth said.
This wasn’t the ﬁrst time for an
incident like this. About eight or
nine years ago the same situation
took place, Heth said.
The decoration policy is outlined in the Student Life Handbook, and Heth anticipates
stricter campus-wide enforcement next year.
“It won’t look like this year, but
it just leaves room for guys to be
creative,” Heth said.
- Kim Rupp

Michael Hontz
Grace Seminary
Student

After considering many
conservative seminaries,

I decided upon Grace Theological Seminary with its rich history and strong
reputation for academic excellence. Financing my education was also important,
so Grace’s comparatively low cost per credit hour and the relatively low cost of
living in and around the college’s community made my choice even easier.

A glimpse of Grace:
Biblically Rooted

t

Culturally Sensitive

Academically Excellent

t

t

Ministry Focused

Spiritually Transforming

M.A., M.Div., D.Min.
programs in Intercultural
Studies, and M.A.
Local Church Ministry
(distance education)

Web site: gts.grace.edu

E-mail: gtsrec@grace.edu t Telephone: 800-54-Grace x 6435
200 Seminary Drive, Winona Lake, IN 46590
t
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'The Golden Compass' takes fantasy in a new direction
BY JOSH PORTER
A&E EDITOR
For better or for worse, the
success of “The Lord of the
Rings” trilogy spawned a whole
mess of high-budget fantasy
ﬁlms.
And now that we’re left with
bloated disappointments like
“Eragon” and “Bridge to Terabithia,” it’s safe to say we’re all
pretty sick of waiting for the
next successful franchise in the
genre. America needs a new
fantasy ﬁxation, and quickly.
Sure enough, just in time for
the holidays (the season that
worked so well for all three
LOTR movies), “The Golden
Compass” graces theaters nationwide.
Based on the ﬁrst novel in
Philip Pullman’s “His Dark
Materials” trilogy, “The Golden
Compass” stars Nicole Kidman
(“Cold Mountain,” “Moulin
Rouge”), Daniel Craig (“Casino
Royale,” “Layer Cake”) and Sam
Elliot (“Ghost Rider,” “Hulk”).
“The Golden Compass” has
seen quite an outcry from the
Catholic Church in the years
leading up to its release. It’s easy
to see why – the ﬁlm doesn’t rail
against Catholicism outright,
but the symbolism is undeniable.
In Pullman’s fantasy world, an
organization called the Magisterium seeks to conceal the exis-

Photo courtesy of goldencompassmovie.com

“The Golden Compass” received a PG-13 rating for sequences of fantasy violence. The ﬁlm is named after the ﬁrst novel in Philip
Pullman's trilogy, which also includes “The Subtle Knife” and “The Amber Spyglass”.

tence of alternate ‘dimensions,’
while at the same time plotting
to seize control of them. The
Magisterium enlists the services
of a secretive league called the
Gobblers to steal children and
essentially indoctrinate them.
And there’s plenty more barely
veiled references to Catholicism
where those came from.
But honestly, deciphering the
symbolism and discussing it

with others is half the fun of this
ﬁlm.
Like many fantasy ﬁlms, “The
Golden Compass” involves a
child forced to cope with very
adult situations. Lyra Belacqua,
played by Dakota Blue Richards
in her ﬁlm debut, gets caught in
the middle of a massive struggle
between the Magisterium and
several smaller groups who oppose it, including witches, Gyp-

tians and a race of talking polar
bears.
If the word “absurd” comes
to your mind, I don’t blame
you. Yet somehow “The Golden
Compass” is anything but.
Despite the ﬁlm’s grab bag of
bizarre concepts and characters,
the movie ﬂows together quite
well, likely due to the quality of
the source material (from what
I hear) and the skill of the ﬁlm’s

Navigating the theology
of 'The Golden Compass'

Allison Chen
Graduate Student

BY CHRISSIE THOMPSON
EDITOR IN CHIEF
For once, I’m on top of a pop
culture story.
Evangelicals all over the country are warning one another of
the anti-Christian beliefs behind Philip Pullman’s “His Dark
Materials” series.
But I discovered Pullman’s
worldview two years ago, when
the psychiatrist who was my
“don” in Taylor’s Oxford January-term program told me to
read the three novels before I
arrived in Oxford.
My Oxford professor wanted
me to read the Pullman books
because he felt the development
of Lyra’s daemon was a great

and also engage the culture with a distinctly Christian worldview. The Counseling
program at Grace College equips me with a strong Biblically-based foundation.
The nationally recognized CACREP Accreditation allows me to obtain a
state issued license in Mental Health Counseling. These two benefits and a strong
recommendation from a recent graduate made Grace College’s M.A. in
Counseling an excellent choice for me!
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director, Chris Weitz (“About a
Boy”). The storytelling isn’t perfect by any means, as the ﬁlm felt
a bit rushed and disorienting at
times, but it’s still a valiant and
largely successful effort.
Another interesting concept in
the ﬁlm is that every human is
born with an animal spirit companion called a ‘daemon.’ This
brings out a whole new layer of
symbolism and also serves to

develop the characters, as each
daemon shares the characteristics of its human companion.
For example, one of the villains has a serpent as his daemon, whereas Lyra’s courageous
uncle, Lord Asriel, has a leopard
daemon at his side.
Pan, Lyra’s daemon, hasn’t
yet chosen a form and morphs
between several animal forms
throughout the ﬁlm. As interesting as this plotline is, it felt a bit
downplayed. Pan often comes
across as dead weight, and development of his relationship
with Lyra takes a back seat to
plot movement. Richards does
a great job as Lyra, but I often
found myself unsympathetic to
her character.
But I can’t end this review without mentioning the polar bears.
Pullman’s polar bears aren’t the
ones we’re used to – these are an
intelligent race bred for war and
are responsible for some incredibly memorable moments in “The
Golden Compass.”
Be sure to listen for the voice
of Ian McKellen (“The Lord of
the Rings,” “X-Men”) as Iorek
Byrnison, Lyra’s hired polar
bear. Every scene he’s in is simply enthralling.
“The Golden Compass” is a
promising start to what is sure
to be another hit fantasy trilogy.
It’s “The Neverending Story” for
a new generation.
Movie Rating: 8 out of 10

E-mail: gtsrec@grace.edu t Telephone: 800-54-Grace x 6435
200 Seminary Drive, Winona Lake, IN 46590
t

metaphor for the development
of the adolescent psyche. I was to
read the books and use Lyra as a
case study for my ﬁnal paper.
That Christmas break, I delved
into “The Golden Compass,” ignorant of Pullman’s atheistic
personal views. I read the books,
rooting for the merciful, just God
who I thought would surely show
himself through this messedup war between the church and
various principalities.
But in the middle of the second book, I realized Pullman
didn’t want me to root for God
– that the God he depicted and
the God I knew were two different entities.
My time studying adolescent
psychology in Oxford was in-

tense. My don shared many of
Pullman’s views, and we were
both aware of our differing
worldviews. I had the challenge
of trying to engage his views
of psychology as a Christian.
Thankfully, the letter he wrote
to assess me said I had done so
intelligently and respectfully.
I don’t regret reading those
books. Reading them before I
went to Oxford gave me an understanding of the anti-Christian beliefs that many Brits espouse. And I pray the sensitive
way I tried to engage the beliefs
of my don helped bring him a
step closer to Christ.
But as I consider whether children should see the ﬁlms based
on Pullman’s books, I must
admit “His Dark Materials” requires a healthy dose of parental
supervision.
But, honestly, when did parents
decide it was OK to become inactive in their children’s entertainment or cultural engagement?
Yes, Pullman intended to
promote his worldview with
the “His Dark Materials” novels in the same way C.S. Lewis
inﬂuenced so many with “The
Chronicles of Narnia.” That may
be a reason for many Christian
parents to keep their young children away from theaters.
But “The Golden Compass”
could give parents an opportunity to discuss real-life spiritual issues with their older
children. My time in Oxford
showed me ﬁrsthand the widespread inﬂuence of people like
Pullman and atheist / evolutionist Richard Dawkins. Teenagers and especially college
students need to be prepared
to engage people who espouse
these arguments.
I therefore expect the ﬁlm series will prove worth a watch for
Taylor students and professors
wanting to process a prominent
line of thinking without reading
three long fantasy books.
And since some of you will
have children before the last
ﬁlm in this trilogy hits theaters
– and perhaps more will be
youth leaders – we should all
start considering how to prepare
the next generation for ministry
in the midst of diverse beliefs.
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Living Comfort Eagle
By Steve Conn
Columnist
Hello and welcome to what
I unapologetically proclaim
as my finest moment in journalism.
As few of you are probably
aware, this will be my last
article in "The Echo" as I am
graduating after J-term and
will fade away into literary
obscurity before having the
opportunity to give so much
more.
In doing so, I will join the
ranks of many other esteemed
artists who’s careers faded
away just at their genius was
beginning to peak.

If you are thinking along the
lines of J.D. Salinger or Franz
Schubert, I encourage you to
broaden your horizons and
consider artists more salient
to this moment: artists such
as Rickey Martin, Matthew
Lawrence, or the guy who
dances on those Six Flags
commercials. I too would like
to party.
As I leave, I’ve been given
the opportunity for one more
literary venture - my swansong as it were.
And how appropriate that
my swan-song can be about
another bird-song. I am of
course referencing Comfort
Eagle.
For those of you that have
been living blindfolded in a
cave on Mars with your fingers in your ears – Comfort
Eagle is not only a song by
Cake, but it is also a new way
of life sweeping Taylor’s cam-

pus. Now you have an opportunity to be swept up as well.
Unfortunately, one cannot
grasp the tenants of Comfort
Eagle from one short article.
It is a dynamic set of ideas
that is currently growing to
fill the enlarging spiritual
lives of the men and women
that first dreamt it.
So to be almost criminally
brief, I will tell you this:
You don’t Live Comfort Eagle to be liked; you Live Comfort Eagle to be alive.
In Ecclesiastes 3:12-13, the
writer states, “I know that
there is nothing better for
men than to be happy and do
good while they live. That everyone may eat and drink, and
find satisfaction in all his toil
– this is the gift of God.”
And Paul writes in Philippians 4:12, “I know what it
is to be in need, and I know
what it is to have plenty. I

have learned the secret of being content in any and every
situation, whether well fed
or hungry, whether living in
plenty or in want.”

You don't
Live Comfort
Eagle to be
liked; you
Live Comfort
Eagle to be
alive.
These men are Eagles, and
they flew free.
Living Comfort Eagle is
more than a brand-name or
an elite social movement (although it is rapidly becoming

both).
It is about living one’s entire
life in an attitude of worship
and thankfulness.
We must view all circumstances in our lives and say as
the writer of Ecclesiastes did,
“This is a gift from God.”
It means taking things in
stride and not having a meltdown when all your ducks
refuse to fall into neat little
rows.
So if you can, try to be like
Paul, whose spirit could not
be captured behind bars.
Live your life with a pocket
full of dreams. Live well, joke
well and in the end, you will
be ready to die well.
To all of my faithful readers,
I thank you for being with me
to the end.
And to those of you who
don’t read my column, I have
nothing to say, since you
wouldn’t have read it anyway.

A Festivus for the rest of us
By Amy Watkins
Opinions Editor
If you opened a newspaper
on Thanksgiving, you probably noticed 10 pounds of
advertisements hit the floor,
making a sound loud enough
to drown out the sound of
Wal-Mart greeters wishing
customers “Happy Holidays”
instead of “Merry Christmas.”
To say that Christmas has
become an orgy of politically
correct materialism may be
the understatement of the
century.
How bad is it? Santa Claus
can no longer say, “Ho ho ho,”
in Australia due to fears that
he might offend women.
Now, I realize that I can’t
speak for everyone, but I
think I can safely state this is
Christmas craziness run rampant.
What we need is a no-nonsense holiday with an aluminum pole instead of a Christmas tree and Feats of Strength
instead of gift-giving. What

we need is, “A Festivus for the
rest of us!”
You may be thinking, “Wait?
Wasn’t there a ‘Seinfeld’ episode about that, and didn’t
it also feature a woman who
was gorgeous one minute and
ugly the next?”
Correct! Festivus first became popular because of the
long-running 1990s sitcom.
It is celebrated annually on
Dec. 23 by those who prefer a
slightly less commercialized
holiday – or simply “find tinsel distracting.”
In honor of the day, I would
like to dedicate this column
to the first and most important part of the Festivus festivities: the Airing of Grievances. In the words of Frank
Costanza, “I got a lot of problems with you people!”
I don’t like that the Grille
is open all the time – except
during my lunch hour.
I don’t like walking across
campus and getting the distinct feeling that I’m about to
be blown off the sidewalk.
I don’t like waking at 4:30
a.m. and spending half an
hour outside in the cold because of the temperamental
Bergwall fire alarm system.
I don’t like hearing people
call that thing outside my window “Taylor Lake.” Trust me

– I live by
Lake Michigan. That is
definitely a
pond.
I don't like
having
to
ask whether
that
thing
that the DC
is
serving
is
chicken
or
fish.
Some things
should just
be obvious.
I don’t like
going to Taylor basketball games
without
a
cheerleading squad.
Actually,
scratch that.
It’s a good thing.
I don’t like it when Broho decides to spam my inbox with their love for the
Phubbbbbbbs. (Does anyone
else notice something unnatural there?)
I don’t like having students
packed into the Reade Center
like sardines while millions of
dollars are spent on projects
that are hardly urgent.
And most importantly, I
don’t like that some dub the
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Bergwall girls, “The girls you
study with,” when we are actually the least stereotypic females on campus. What do we
have to do to get a date? Move
into Olson?
Now that I think about it,
those are pretty lame complaints. Maybe my life here at
Taylor isn’t that bad.
Against all odds, I've had a
pretty good four-year run at
this university.
I made some friends,

EDITORIAL

Our view: Sudan deserves attention
For the past week, the eyes of
the international media have
focused on Sudan as never before.
Each day brought new stories
of injustice and persecution.
The international community
vowed to put pressure on the
Sudanese government to end
its campaign of brutality.
If you’re thinking this had
something to do with the ongoing conflict in Darfur, you’re
wrong. The source of all this
consternation was – get this – a
teddy bear.
British teacher Gillian Gibbons thought it would be a
good idea to let her Sudanese
students choose a name for the
stuffed animal, and the children selected Muhammad, one
of the most popular names for
boys in the Muslim world.
What seemed like a harmless gesture did not seem so
harmless to the government of
Sudan, which charged her with
insulting Islam’s most revered
prophet, a serious crime.
Once the Western media
heard about the situation, it
was all teddy bears all the time.

Opinions

Reporters plastered on television screens asked questions
like, How could Gibbons be
sentenced to 15 days in prison
for such a benign action? Did
Islam really place such firm
restrictions on the naming of
toys? In short, what was the
world coming to?
The British government
sprang into action, unwilling
to let one of its citizens suffer
wrongful imprisonment. Great
Britain dispatched two Muslim members of Parliament to
speak to Sudanese President
Omar Hassan al-Bashir, who
ended up pardoning Gibbons
under international pressure.
With the teddy bear crisis
now resolved, the world’s attention has returned to more
important matters, such as the
writers’ strike in Hollywood.
Meanwhile, the people of Sudan continue to suffer under a
regime that cares more about
policing toys than protecting its
own people.
All of us have heard the horror stories about the Darfur
crisis: families forced to choose
between sending the father out

for food and risking his death or
sending the mother and betting
she won’t be brutally raped.
For more than a decade, the
radical Islamic government
that once gave refuge to Osama
bin Laden has managed to exterminate a large percentage
of the southern population and
force the survivors to flee into
the neighboring country of
Chad. The chaos has given rise
to a wide variety of militias and
warlords, all intent on imposing
their will on the Darfur region.
Despite a lot of big talk by

Western governments, the Sudan crisis has not received the
attention that a genocide (as the
United States has labeled the
situation) deserves. A series of
half-hearted peace efforts have
provided few lasting results.
It seems ironic that the arrest of one British citizen could
throw the West into immediate action while the deaths of
millions of Africans have often
drawn a collective yawn.
Muhammad the teddy bear
may now be safe, but the same
can’t be said for Sudan.

learned some new things and
I even got to dig my car out
from a four-foot-tall snow
drift. I survived the Taylor riots and lived to tell about it.
In short, Upland has treated
me pretty well.
Who would have known
that the Airing of Grievances
could actually make someone
more thankful? It’s a Festivus
miracle!
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
What, me? Study?
What a week! Between open
housing, concerts, meetings and
even the occasional fun times,
I’ve actually managed to get all
of my work done!
Let me take a moment to
praise the English girls for their
excellent open house. I enjoyed
every moment of it.
And congratulations to Eric
Seidelman for his overwhelming
ability to hold eggnog. It made
for one really exciting night.
But in the midst of all these
Christmas celebrations, have
we forgotten something? I’m
not talking about Jesus, although I’m sure we could use
a little more of him this time of
year, too.
No, I’m talking about school.
Somehow, we’ve managed to fill
our schedule so full of fun things
that we can hardly do what costs
us $29,360 to do.
Note that I am not telling you
that you aren’t supposed to
do fun things or hang around
with your friends. It is actually
important that we occasionally relax and take a break from
school.
The problem comes when we
abandon our books every night
from 7 to 11 p.m., then stress
out over our assignments; the
wealth of work to be accomplished overwhelms.
I have heard numerous people recently complain about the
high expectations of their professors.
First there are the tests: Why
do professors have to give tests
the week before finals? It is callously cruel.
And of course, don’t forget the
presentations … and the reading
assignments … and the projects
and the quizzes and … you get
the point.
It’s almost as if teachers expect us to be students!
Perhaps, instead of complaining about our workload, we
should step back for a moment
and examine our situation.
We are (hopefully) attending
college to study carefully prepared classes in preparation to
work good jobs in a very competitive society. How should our
professors expect us to respond
when they demand excellence
of us?
My question boils down to
this: Are we here to be socialites,
or are we here to be students?
- Levi Carter
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Trojans win overtime thriller at home
Men's basketball defeats Bethel with last-second 3-pointer
By Russell Balikian
Sports Editor
With three seconds remaining in overtime and the Trojans down, junior Daniel Cox
knocked down a difficult 3pointer off the dribble to win
the game, causing Taylor players and fans alike to rush the
court in crazed celebration after
the sound of the final buzzer.
In other words, the game
went exactly the way that millions of aspiring young basketball players dream it will as
they practice “buzzer-beaters”
in their driveways.
Taylor’s conference-opening
home game against Bethel College (9-2, 1-1) was a hard-fought
thriller that saw neither team
gain a lead of more than three
points after halftime. Senior
Bret Burchard said the game
was a tough one mentally.
“The biggest thing was persevering, never backing down,”
he said. “We’d be playing well,
moving the ball, getting good
shots – and then I’d look up
and see we only had a one-point
lead.”
Led by junior Chad Reynolds’
17 points, the Trojans (7-3, 1-1)
relied on a full offensive arse-
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The men's basketball team surrounds Daniel Cox after he scored the game winning threepointer in overtime against Bethel. He scored 15 points in the games.

nal for the win as three players
scored in double figures. Junior
Jake Bream followed Reynolds by scoring 16, while Cox
knocked down five 3-pointers,
including the game-winner, for

a total of 15 points.
But players said that the
team’s defense, currently the
best in NAIA Division II in
terms of points allowed, is what
wins games.

NFL Preview
By Jake Bragg
Contributor
Steelers (9-3) @
Patriots (12-0)
Steelers’ defensive back
Anthony Smith guaranteed a
victory over the Patriots this
week.
In order for that to occur,
the Steelers need a heavy
dose of running back Willie
Parker. Quarterback Ben
Roethlishberger also has to
be able to make plays in the
pocket, which he’s struggled
to do the past few weeks.
I don’t see the Patriots’
first loss coming at home.
Look for another nauseating
last-minute, game-winning
drive from Tom Brady.
Patriots 31, Steelers 30.
Colts (10-2) @
Ravens (4-8)
Despite their record, the
Ravens deserved to beat
New England last week.
Unfortunately, they lost their
heads and cost themselves
the game.
Blame the refs all you
want to, Baltimore fans, but
if your veteran team makes
that many mistakes – like Ed
Reed’s fumble after an interception – you can’t win.
I don’t think the Ravens
will be able to emotional-

ly respond after that loss. I
think I can still hear their
cries about how they got
cheated.
Colts 24, Ravens 10.
Cowboys (11-1) @
Lions (6-6)
The Lions are in a freefall, having lost four straight
games. Offensive coordinator Mike Martz continues
to refuse to give the ball to
running back Kevin Jones,
and the team just lost its
best receiver, Roy Williams,
to a knee sprain. Looks like a
cakewalk for Dallas.
Cowboys 41, Lions 13.
Chargers (7-5) @
Titans (7-5)
Two teams with the same
records, but in very different situations. The Chargers
sit atop the AFC West, in
good shape to make the playoffs. The Titans are sitting
third in their division, and
are fighting for the final AFC
wild card spot.
Tennessee does look a lot
better now that defensive
tackle Albert Haynesworth
has returned from an injury.
These two teams are pretty
close in talent, so I’ll take the
home squad.
Titans 24, Chargers 21.

“We controlled the game (defensively) for the most part,”
Reynolds said. “That kept us in
it even though we didn’t shoot
very well.”
Cox echoed that sentiment.

“Our strongest point is our
defense,” Cox said.
Coach Paul Patterson described the win as one in which
the team competed hard together.
“This is the biggest cliché
in the book, but it really was a
team win,” Patterson said. “Every possession and contribution
counted.”
Unfortunately for the Trojans, every possession also
counted during Tuesday’s MidCentral Conference matchup at
No. 13 Grace College, and several turnovers caused the Trojans
to fall 59-54 to the Lancers.
“We made some poor choices
and got punished for it,” Patterson said.
Despite the turnovers, the
Trojans were still within striking distance late in the game.
But they couldn’t seem to overcome the one-point margin the
Lancers held over them.
“We had a chance to win with
less than two minutes left,” Cox
said. “We just couldn’t make
the plays.”
Cox led all scorers with 17
points, including 5 of 7 shooting from behind the arc, while
freshman Luke Bennett pulled
down 11 rebounds.

“We played the preseason
second and third-ranked teams
in the conference this week,”
Patterson said. “We should
come out of this feeling like we
can compete every night.”
The Trojans host the Ivanhoe’s Classic this weekend,
matching up against Ohio State
University-Marion for the Silent
Night game at 6 p.m. Friday.

Trojan Sports
(Home games in bold)

Basketball

(Men 7-3, 1-1)
W, 58-57 (OT) Bethel
L, 59-54 Grace
Upcoming games:
Ivanhoe’s Classic
6 p.m. Fri. vs.
Ohio State-Marion#
Sat. TBD#
(Women 5-5, 0-1)
Georgetown Tournament
L, 72-54 Georgetown College
L, 70-60 Shawnee State
L, 71-50 Bethel
Upcoming games:
6 p.m. Fri. vs. Grace*^
# denotes MC7 TV broadcast
* denotes MCC match
^ denotes WTUR webcast

Club Sports

Taylor equestrian team hosts horse show
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Sophomore Rachel Ball prepares to enter the arena.

By Stephen Groves
Associate Sports
Editor
The barn buzzed with activity as riders and their horses

milled about nervously, preparing to test the nerves and physical ability of both athlete and
animal.
On a cold Saturday last week-

end in Blackdog Enterprises
stables near Marion, the Taylor equestrian team hosted the
Taylor University Horse Show,
welcoming other club teams
from 10 colleges. The competitors ranged from large schools
like the University of Illinois to
small schools such as Earlham
College.
The large barn was filled with
stables for the horses and a riding area where horse and rider
displayed their equestrian skills
for the on-looking judges and
spectators.
Several hundred riders competed throughout the day in
multiple events. Taylor placed
seventh out of 12 teams.
The equestrian meet is intended to test the riders’ skill
and form in a number of events
such as jumping fences and
simply handling the horse.
“As you go over a jump, you
are planning the next jump,”
sophomore Rachel Ball said.
“You have to do so many things
physically and mentally – it’s
pretty complicated.”
Another challenge comes
from the fact the horses are
chosen randomly for riders,
meaning they may ride a horse
they have never seen before.
“You are a team with an

animal,” sophomore Rebecca
Helmke said. “You have to work
with the horse.”
The competition consists of
two events: fences, in which the
rider must guide the horse over
a variety of obstacles, and flat,
in which the rider must control
the horse and make it do particular maneuvers.
Riders from each team compete in one of three divisions
– open, intermediate and novice – and are placed from first
to sixth, earning points for their
respective teams based on how
highly they place.
“Intercollegiate showing is
both an individual and team
sport because you are placed
individually, but your points go
to the team,” Helmke said.
The Taylor equestrian team
consists of 18 riders who have a
lesson once or twice a week and
a meeting every month.
“I really like the practices
because it’s something new for
me,” freshman Dorothy Kerr
said.
The riders have a variety of
skill and experience, yet say
they enjoy the camaraderie and
challenge of riding.
“I enjoy the community,” Ball
said. “It’s a great break from
school.”

Women's basketball drops three in a row Head-to-head with Rhiannon Edwardsen
By Katy Andres
Contributor
Starting off the season 5-2,
the Taylor women’s basketball team hit a three-game losing skid after being dealt some
tough competition on the road
from nationally-ranked teams.
Last weekend at the Georgetown Tournament in Kentucky,
the Lady Trojans fell short of a
win after being tied with No. 19
NAIA Division I Georgetown
College with seven minutes to
go.
The team started sluggishly
in its Mid-Central Conference
opener against Bethel College
Wednesday night, entering
halftime down 39-18.
Though the Lady Trojans
matched the Pilots point-forpoint in the second half, they
were not able to make up for the
rough start, and they suffered a
71-50 loss.
Converting only 21 percent
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of their shots overall and giving up 27 turnovers, the Lady
Trojans were unable to respond
to the Pilots’ quick transitions
Wednesday night.
Bethel, currently ranked
eighth in the nation with four
returning starters, showed
good balance between its inside
and outside games.
The Lady Trojans held an advantage in offensive rebounds
by pulling down 21 compared to
Bethel’s 10.
Alison Heesch led the Trojan
offense with 16 points, while
Bethany Ballard and Paige Rudolph each contributed 10 to
the effort.
“We’ve got some injuries right
now, but we’re setting that
aside and not letting that get in
the way,” senior Katie Madden
said. “We’re not just a team,.
We’re a family, and family picks
each other up to push through
together.”
The players’ injuries – which

include a broken collar bone,
two bulging discs, a torn ACL
and a stress fracture – will take
time to heal, and the Lady Trojans expect Christmas break to
provide the rest they need before they enter the remainder
of their conference season this
spring.
Although they say they have
a lot to look forward to on the
court this season, the Lady Trojans also try to focus on eternal
goals.
“Basketball is simply a tool
that the Lord allows us to use,
whether it’s on the court or off,”
Head Coach Tena Krause said.
The team has found a new
meaning in playing for God’s
glory, according to Madden.
“We have a saying that God
doesn’t give us anything He
doesn’t think we can handle,”
Madden said.
Taylor will play conference rival Grace at 6 p.m. Saturday in
Odle Arena.

Full name: Rhiannon Carol Edwardsen
Age: 21
Nickname: Re or Ninny
Sport: Basketball
Class: Senior
Residence: Off-campus
Major: Psychology
Height: 5’ 9”
Birthday: January 10, 1986
Birthplace: Elgin, Ill.
Pre-game ritual: Singing and dancing
Advice: “Rule number 76: Play like a champion.”
Favorite TV show: “Dawson’s Creek”
Greatest sport accomplishments: Being named
best winter athlete in high school and going to the
Elite Eight with Taylor last year.
Pet peeve: When people spit.
Interesting personal fact: I love to sing, and I’m
named after a song.
Favorite drink: Allison Heesch’s hot chocolate.
Favorite quote: “Draw attention to yourself, but in
a positive way.”
Favorite TU professor: Dr. Dungan
Music in your car CD player: Tom Petty or the
“Grease” soundtrack
Dream car: Black Sting Ray Corvette
Favorite sports team: Chicago Bears

“I love to sing, and I'm
named after a song.”
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